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People of the High City!

It is my solemn duty to inform you that Brago, King of Paliano, is no more. His death shocked the city
all those years ago; his spiritual continuance brought joy and relief to us all. Now, he has at last passed
truly and forever beyond the veil. His long reign has come to an end, and his spirit is finally granted
the eternal rest it deserves.

In his beneficent wisdom, our late king appointed a successor with the will and the strength to bring
peace to his beloved city. As his designated heir, recognized by the sacred order of Custodi as his one
true successor, I vow to uphold the laws of Paliano, to maintain order in the city, and to see that justice
is served swiftly and even-handedly. Though I know that I will never be a worthy heir to a man whose
commitment to his city transcended life itself, I must hope that, with the blessings of the Custodi, I am
able to guide our fair city to a new age of prosperity.

The transfer of power is always difficult, and all the more so when the end of a monarch’s reign comes
unexpectedly. Even loyal and steadfast servants of the crown may find themselves ill-equipped to serve
a new monarch in the same capacity as the old. As of now, the post of Captain of the Guard is dis-
banded. The soldiers of this city will now report directly to me. The former captain has retired with
thanks from our fair city and a generous pension from the throne that will support her for the rest of
her life, however long that life may be.

In the absence of any natural heir, Brago made his intentions for the disposition of his throne quite
clear. Lamentably, not all of the king’s former vassals respect his final wishes. Those who might use
this transition as an excuse for rebellion should know that treason will be answered, as it always has
been, with the harshest punishments, while loyalty will be rewarded lavishly. May fortune smile upon
Paliano!
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—As proclaimed by her Majesty Queen Marchesa, the Black Rose, first of her name; head of the council,
guarantor of lawful governance, sole sovereign of the High City, true heir to the throne of Paliano and
all the rights and privileges thereof.
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